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Why Students Don’t Like Reading 
and How to Change It







• Enjoyment

• Escape

• Knowledge

• Lives of others

• Other worlds

READING at school
• English language

• Tests

READING in the real world



Grammar
& Vocabulary

Reading
Listening

INPUT Personalise
Cultures
Communication

Writing
Speaking (+pron)

OUTPUT

PRACTICE

(difficult)

WB ?

Teaching MFL/EFL

PURPOSE

PRACTICE

(easy)

PURPOSE ?

Pass the exam!



















What is the fastest way to learn a language?



Frequent, repeated input is the key to language learning





Balance

• Short, difficult
• Tests
• No choice
• No variety
• Limited

• Easy 
• No tests
• Choice
• Can give up and swap
• Variety
• Frequent

Intensive reading
language / teaching

Extensive reading
practice / pleasure



Choice



www.elionline.com



Benefits of Extensive Reading

• Exposure

• Motivation

• Fluency

• Writing

• Culture

• Thinking

• Reward



In every lesson 
read to your students

• 5 mins per lesson
• Easy for everyone
• Sends a message
• Creates a habit
• Unites class
• 10+ titles per year
• Results!



Extensive Reading

• Limited time

• Coursebooks

• I have to teach

• Change

• Parents

• Money

So what’s stopping us? 



Start a class library

Money
• Budget allocation
• Parents: 

“a book for life!”
• Fund-raising

Admin
• Students help
• System
• Monitoring



Make it happen!



Find out about Extensive Reading…!



www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/extensive-reading-why-it-good-our-students-us





Setting up an ER program

• Setting up an ER 
program

• Choosing the right book

• How much to read

• Example ER programs

• Assessing learners
How do I know they are 
reading…?

www.er-central.com



www.eltconnections.com/extensive-reading.html



• Get to know ER

• Give it time

• Trust that it works
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