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Abstract:

Dr. George Simons, assisted by current diversophy® game developers, will 

introduce the dynamics of gamification for Intercultural competence and 

language absorption in this interactive webinar. You will learn about about 

creating and using games in academic, social, and organizational contexts. 

We will trace the half-century journey that has led us from using games to 

simply impart factual knowledge to our contemporary emphasis of using 

them as a safe space to support the dynamics of identity formation and the 

creation, building, modification, and sharing of cultural experience and 

connections. Relying on contemporary research in neuroscience and 

cognitive psychology, we will study how gaming can engender exploration 

and creation of human stories leading to the creation of empathy, synergy, 

and collaboration.



How cultural narratives                
are hidden 

in the language we learn 
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George 
Heidi

Attila
Missy
Bubba
B

星子
In how many ways 
does culture live in your 
NAMES?

Kwadwo
Heather
Washington

You’re going to 
call me WHAT?!
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If we 
could 

turn up 
the 

volume, 
what 

would 
we 

hear?
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8 x as fast as we speak 

aloud to each other.

Talking to ourselves is 
called LISTENING, 
trying to find out:

• What is this?

• What is happening? 

• What, should we do 
about it. if anything?

Hello, this is 
Culture speaking…
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In a noisy place,

 we say in English, 

"I can't hear myself 

think…" 

Actually, that’s 

what we listen 

about the 

disturbance, so we 

hear ourselves 

think quite well!
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Interacting 
with my 
culture



Intuitive Integral discourse

• I know in my heart…

• My gut tells me…

• … he/she/they/it is a pain in the neck 
(or other anatomical location).

• It’s on the tip of my tongue.

• I’m not sure how to handle what you say.

• I’m tongue-tied.

• It’s my knee-jerk reaction.

Your culture or language may use different body parts & expressions.
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…thinking takes place simultaneously along millions of different neural 
pathways, each of which was formed by a particular stimulation in the 
past and which is, in turn, greatly or minutely altered by the new 
experience of the present. All of these pathways, connecting each 
neuron to millions of others, form unique patterns that together are the

creature’s memory. When the creature 
encounters something new, its brain 
activates the pattern that the new 
thing most closely resembles in order 
to figure out what to do—whether the 
new thing is a threatening predator or 
a philosophical concept. 

Larissa Macfarquhar, New Yorker 07/01/12



Language is a part of 
our organism and no 

less complicated than it.

The limits of my 
language mean the limits 

of my world.

Uttering a word is like 
striking a note on the 

keyboard of the 
imagination.
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When does culture 
start talking to us…?

Genes?
    Neural patterns?
           Momma’s habits?
                Birth trauma?
                     Nutrition?    
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In the age of neuroscience, 
what is culture?

“The stories people tell have a way of taking 
care of them. If stories come to you, care for 
them. And learn to give them away where 
they are needed. 

“Sometimes a person needs a story more than 
food to stay alive. That is why we put these 
stories in each other's memory. This is how 
people care for themselves.” 
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Searching the internet, I accidentally met 
Laura. Love at first sight, le coup de 
foudre. The woman I’d been waiting for. 
She has since come to France to live with 
me. When I look up from my work, she  is 
always there to share stories with me.

Laura, like you, like me, is made of stories. 
Her beauty is formed by what she has 
heard and seen, learned and read, done 
and spoke. She continues to reshape 
herself from moment to moment. I only 
need look at her and another story 
unfolds. I am part of her story now, she of 
mine. We are a new story together. 

Before you get jealous of an old man like 
me with such a beautiful young love, I 
must tell you the rest of the story. Laura is 
a work of art, a painting by the Spanish 
generative painter, Sergio Albiac. 
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Sergio 
Albiac
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יְהִי אוֹר

Words create –

but,

what do they create?
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The lies we live…?
“The collective memory is systematically 

unfaithful to the past in order to satisfy 

the needs of the present." In other words, 

we attempt to address the present by 

reconstructing the past as if it always 

existed in the way we now adopt it.”

Roger A. Peterson
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Sure, Money is imaginary—
but at least it’s got everybody imagining it!

divers phy®



Who creates culture?

Me, you, 
everybody, 
somebody, 
nobody? 

Mother, the 
mosque, the 
magazines, 
the market?
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Geography
Genotype

Generation

Gender

Gang

Gentry

Gourmandise

GodsGoals
Garb

Gossip
Gregariousness 

Government
GrammarWE

group by the 
gravity & glue  

of our 
discourse
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Constructing 
Identity 

discourse

Decisions are 
made by 

identity fit

That’s me…
That’s not me…

…and then the mean old kitty  stole all of 
the doggy treats and ran down the street

and that is why we chase cats to this day. divers phy®



Tap it or be trapped

by floodwaters we create,

as discourse rages.

Who are you and I,

when someone declares a we?

What shore to stand on?

Can we step out. rest,

tossed about by torrents

we fear to drown in?

How know and master,

learn inner ecology,

on our way to the sea?





Sorting it out…

The challenge of our age!



An antidote?
• Challenge metanarratives 

with your small stories.

• Telling each other our 
stories, experiences – 
what we see, hear, feel, 
experience, value & seek.

• Daring, baring, sharing, 
comparing, caring, 
pairing.

• LISTENING



Bringing people together – Telling our stories around the world!
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Bringing 
people 

together 
with 5 kinds 
of sharing 



You can’t teach language
without teaching culture…

& vice versa.

“Accidental” diversophy® 
A unique cultural tool 

for teachers & learners
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